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City of Danville Earns Three Interna�onal Awards for Economic Development 
Excellence 
 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism (DOEDT) announced that the City of 
Danville has earned three Excellence in Economic Development Awards from the Interna�onal 
Economic Development Council (IEDC). These awards honor innova�ve and impac�ul projects 
that aim to transform communi�es and regions across the world.   
 
The City of Danville was recognized in the following categories:  

• Silver Award - Public Private Partnership category for Dan River Falls 
• Silver Award - Regional Partnership category for the Southern Virginia Regional Housing 

Summit 
• Gold Award - Innova�ve Financing category for Dan River Falls 

 
City Manager Ken Larking said that he is proud of everyone who played a part in revitalizing the 
formerly blighted White Mill property and the innova�ve approach to ensure our region has 
adequate housing for families at all income levels. “For over a decade, the White Mill was a 
symbol of Danville’s decline,” Larking said. “A project of the magnitude of Dan River Falls is only 
possible with the trust and support of City Council, the crea�ve and innova�ve thinking of our 
staff, and the support of our regional, state, and federal partners. Dan River Falls now serves as a 
shining example of Danville’s resurgence.” 
 
Larking said the award for the Regional Housing Summit demonstrates the team’s proac�ve and 
innova�ve approach to overcoming challenges. “When Economic Development Director Corrie 
Bobe learned that some of our larger industrial prospects had expressed concerns about the 
availability of housing in our area, she convened a group to take immediate ac�on,” Larking said. 
“We now have several housing projects of varying types in every stage of development, thanks to 
her collabora�on and work with regional partners.” 
 



 

“These awards highlight Danville’s progressive and forward-thinking approach to economic 
development. By embracing innova�ve strategies and thinking outside the box, we have been 
able to implement projects and programs that are truly transforma�onal, crea�ng long-term 
opportuni�es that will posi�vely impact our community for genera�ons to come,” said Corrie T. 
Bobe, DOEDT Director. “I am especially honored that this interna�onal recogni�on underscores 
the collabora�ve spirit of our region. Through strong partnerships and by working together, we 
are proving that we can accomplish more than any one community could achieve alone.” 
 
The City of Danville will be recognized at the 2025 IEDC Annual Conference in Detroit, Michigan 
in September.  
 
The IEDC is a non-profit, non-par�san membership organiza�on that supports economic 
developers by offering training courses, webinars, conferences, and more professional 
development resources designed to foster growth and innova�on in communi�es. 
 
To learn more about the DOEDT’s mission, click here: htps://www.discoverdanville.com/. To 
learn more about the IEDC, click here: htps://www.iedconline.org/pages/excellence-awards/.  
 

### 
 

About the Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism recruits and retains businesses for the 
Danville area. The office provides informa�on on available sites and buildings, incen�ves and 
other financial resources and offers a website designed for the business community: 
www.discoverdanville.com.  
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