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City receives $10,000 for DRIVE Outdoor Tourism Development Program 
 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism (DOEDT) received $10,000 through 
Virginia Tourism Corpora�on’s (VTC) DRIVE Outdoor program, a tourism development grant 
program targe�ng outdoor product development and entrepreneurial expansion throughout the 
Commonwealth. 
 
The DOEDT will use grant funds towards the crea�on of a plan to enhance sea�ng in Angler’s Park 
to meet the consumer demand for outdoor travel.  
 
“Par�cipa�ng in the DRIVE Outdoor workshop was a must for our community” said Lisa 
Meriwether, Tourism Manager. “It resulted in making us more compe��ve community by building 
visitor infrastructure to support and atract mul�-day spor�ng events.”  
 
DRIVE Outdoor builds on VTC’s DRIVE 2.0 Statewide Strategic Plan to enhance outdoor 
recrea�onal development, assets, and entrepreneurial opportuni�es within Virginia. Following 
par�cipa�on in the program, the DOEDT received the founda�on for a compe��ve outdoor 
product development plan, including specific ac�on steps, success factors, �melines, priori�es, 
and iden�fied partners to help with project success.  
 
“Visitors come to Virginia for its wealth of outdoor recrea�on experiences that millions of people 
every year,’ said Rita McClenny, President and CEO of Virginia Tourism Corpora�on. “The DRIVE 
Outdoor program will help these communi�es develop new projects that will atract new and 
returning visitors wan�ng an authen�c outdoor recrea�on experience.”   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vatc.org/drive2/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor recrea�on has proven to be a recession-proof industry and a driving force in the 
American economy. In 2022, outdoor recrea�on contributed $11.3 billion to the Commonwealth’s 
economy and supported 125,000 jobs and $5.6 billion in wages and salaries in Virginia according 
to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.  
 
For more informa�on or to explore more outdoor offerings from the DOEDT visit 
htps://www.visitsosi.com/. To learn more about VTC’s DRIVE Tourism program, visit vatc.org/. 
 

### 
 
About Virginia Tourism Corpora�on 
Virginia is for Lovers is one of the most iconic and recognizable travel brands in the world. Using that 
powerful brand equity, Virginia Tourism Corpora�on (VTC) is charged with promo�ng the 
Commonwealth as a premier travel des�na�on by showcasing all there is to love in a Virginia vaca�on. 
The dollars spent by travelers fuel the economy, provide jobs for Virginians, and improve communi�es 
across the state.  
 
About the Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism 
The Danville Office of Economic Development & Tourism is responsible for leading the city of 
Danville’s tourism efforts by branding and promo�ng the city and Pitsylvania County to  
differen�ate it from other regional compe�tors through adver�sing, promo�ons, trade events, 
and visitor experience ini�a�ves to s�mulate economic growth for the region. To learn more 
about the Visit SoSi brand and regional atrac�ons, visit htps://www.visitsosi.com/.  
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